
The Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomy Observatory presents training to 
African students on the African Very Longbaseline Interferometry Network 
(AVN) each year. 
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The Hydrogen Epoch of Reionisation Array (HERA) radio telescope will 
be instrumental in detecting the distinctive signature that would allow 
astronomers to understand the formation and evolution of the very first 
luminous sources: the first stars and galaxies in the Universe.
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SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO ASTRONOMY OBSERVATORY (SARAO)
The South African Radio Astronomy Observatory (SARAO) spearheads South Africa’s activities in the Square Kilometre Array Radio Telescope, commonly known as the 
SKA, in engineering, science and construction. SARAO is a National Facility managed by the National Research Foundation and incorporates radio astronomy instruments 
and programmes such as the MeerKAT and KAT-7 telescopes in the Karoo, the Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomy Observatory (HartRAO) in Gauteng, the African Very 
Long Baseline Interferometry (AVN) programme in nine African countries as well as the associated human capital development and commercialisation endeavours.   

The African Very Long Baseline Interferometry Network (AVN) will help 
to develop the skills, regulations and institutional capacity needed in SKA 
partner countries to optimise African participation in the SKA and enable 
participation in SKA pathfinder technology development and science.

www.ska.ac.za

The MeerKAT radio telescope array is 
built on the SKA site in the Karoo and 

will be integrated into SKA Phase 1 Mid. 
Among others, eight Large Survey Projects 

(LSPs) have been selected to do scientific 
research using MeerKAT. 

The Human Capital Development Programme at SARAO hosts the 
Postgraduate Bursary Conference each year, bringing together the 
postdoctoral fellows, postgraduate students, supervisors, radio astronomy 
scientists and engineers in Africa, and from elsewhere in the world, to 
network with each other and develop an interactive community around 
MeerKAT, the SKA in Africa, and other radio astronomy initiatives. 

Telescope operators are responsible for pointing the instrument as 
instructed by the Science Commissioning team and the Large Survey 
Projects (LSPs). 


